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Wetlands/Coastal Dune Board 
Regular Meeting 

Civic Center 
September 26, 2016 

4:00 p.m. 
 
At approximately 4:00 p.m., Chairwoman Ann Hayward Walker, having established a quorum, 
called to order the Wetlands/Coastal Dune Board Meeting.  Board members Russ Dunton, Joe 
Fehrer, Bill Prickett and Bob Roche were in attendance.  Also present were Town Planner 
Larry DiRe and Town Clerk Libby Hume.  There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion made by Russ Dunton, seconded by Bob Roche, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes for the August 25, 2016 Reconvened Meeting and the 
August 31, 2016 Work Session.   
 
Motion made by Bill Prickett, seconded by Russ Dunton, to approve the minutes from 
the August 25, 2016 Reconvened Meeting and the August 31, 2016 Work Session as 
presented.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
There was no New Business to review. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
A. Approval of Final Public Beach Recommendations to Send to Town Council: 

Ann Hayward Walker informed the Board that she made the following modifications to 
the recommendations presentation that was included in the agenda packet: i) She added 
the names of the board members to the cover slide; and ii) She added the cost estimates 
for routine monitoring by the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) and aerial 
photography.  There was much discussion regarding the presentation.  (Please see 
attached.) 
 

Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Russ Dunton, to change the cover slide to 
include the names of the board members and item 29 to include the information 
received from Scott Hardaway and the VIMS.  The motion was approved by unanimous 
vote. 
 
Motion made by Bill Prickett, seconded by Bob Roche, to submit the report, with the 
two changes, to the town.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

Ann Hayward Walker stated that she would follow-up with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) and ask that they contact her if it was decided to plant earlier than 
November 15, 2016.  There was much discussion regarding the following: i) The entire 
north end needed vegetation from the sand fence to the boardwalk; ii) The large area to 
the south needed vegetation as well and it was hopeful that there would be enough plants 
to close the large area; iii) The USACE would fill in the landward side.  If the fence was 
moved to the recommended location prior to planting, it should be fine.  Ann Hayward 
Walker would send an email to the town manager with items needing to be done by town 



2 

staff urging him to make it a priority for the Public Works crew.  The list did not include 
anything that had not previously been discussed and the costs to the town to move the 
fence posts would be minimal; iv) Board members would be available to answer any 
questions from staff; v) The costs to keep the sand off the walkways and sidewalk were 
also minimal, but the costs would be higher to reconstruct the walkways and for beach 
nourishment when needed.  Per FEMA, the town must include funding in the annual 
budget for beach maintenance/replenishment in order to remain eligible for FEMA 
assistance.  Inclusion of funding for beach replenishment was also included in the 
recommendations to Council; vi) The beach project had the attention of the Town Council 
and staff mostly due to the work of the Wetlands Board and the beach maintenance plan 
needed to remain a high priority; and vii) The Board would follow-up periodically to 
ensure that the critical items were being done.  If they weren’t done in a timely manner, it 
would be a waste of money and resources. 
 
The Board agreed to reconvene after the USACE completed the beach grass planting. 
 
There was some discussion regarding the Board’s request to update its charter.  Russ 
Dunton stated that the Wetlands Board was created under state code and it would be 
more practical to have the Town Council designate the Wetlands Board as the Beach 
Management Advisory Board. 
 
The Board members expressed their appreciation to Ann Hayward Walker for all her 
hard work in putting the presentation together.  It was noted that having Mr. Lee Perkins, 
with his 30 years of experience, come to town to provide his assistance was a huge help. 

 
Motion made by Joe Fehrer, seconded by Bob Roche, to adjourn the Wetlands/Coastal 
Dune Board Meeting.  The motion was approved by unanimous vote.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:33 p.m. 
 
   
 Chairwoman Ann Hayward Walker 
 
  
Town Clerk 
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