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TOWN COUNCIL 
Work Session 

Town Hall 

June 28, 2012 

Immediately Following Special Meeting 

 
At 5:25 p.m., Vice Mayor Chris Bannon, having established a quorum, called to order the Work 

Session of Town Council.  In addition to Vice Mayor Bannon, present were Councilmen Evans, 

Sullivan and Veber and Councilwoman Natali.  Mayor Sullivan and Councilman Bennett were 

not in attendance.  Also present were Councilman-Elect Wendell, Town Manager Heather Arcos, 

Town Clerk Libby Hume and Ms. Cela Burge and Mr. Steve Smith representing South Port 

Investors.  There were five (5) members of the public in attendance.   
 

Vice Mayor Bannon announced the business for the evening would be to hear an update from 

South Port Investors. 

 

Heather Arcos welcomed Cela Burge and Steve Smith. 

 

Cela Burge informed Council that she was here to provide an update about what was going on at 

South Port adding that she represented South Port Investors from time to time along with other 

attorneys.  Cela Burge continued to state that she would give highlights of some construction 

issues; information regarding investments even though the names of the specific entities could not 

be shared at this time; and review a couple of constraint issues.  This would be more of a status 

conference vs. a formal presentation. 

 

Cela Burge continued as follows: 

 There were four (4) tenants with letters of intent.  A couple of them were currently 

working with the Virginia Economic Development Partnership. 

 Two individuals were putting together an Operating Company regarding the travel lift, 

repairs, etc. 

 South Port Investors was maintaining ownership and involvement as required by the 

Town. 

 Site plans for lots 12, 19 and 20 had been submitted and reviewed by Town staff and 

third parties.  Comments were received from the Town staff last week and earlier this 

week.  The issues were not significant and were being worked on by Don McClennan 

who hoped to turn it around right away. 

 Sullivan’s Floating System was manufacturing the dock way which was expected to be 

here in a couple of months.  This was the same company used by the Town for the 

floating docks.   

 The investor tenants would help with the cost of getting the bulkhead installed. 

 The utility work on lots 12 and 19 was being finalized. 

 There was one possible change.  An operator investor suggested that the repair shop be 

moved to lot 17 with the same design.  If this happened, South Port would bring the plans 

back through the proper channels. 

 South Port may request a temporary wave attenuator until the offshore breakwaters could 

be installed.  Lifting boats out of the water could be a very delicate situation and South 

Port wanted to be careful regarding damages to boats being lifted out of the water. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon stated that the Town just received notification of a grant award from the 

Virginia Port Authority (VPA) towards the installation of the next section of breakwater and 
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asked whether South Port had discussed a possible contribution towards the expense.  Cela Burge 

stated that she had not heard any discussion regarding this issue. 

 

Heather Arcos stated that she was planning to schedule a meeting with the Harbor stakeholders to 

notify them of the VPA grant award and to discuss possible contributions, etc. 

 

Cela Burge continued as follows: 

 The construction would go as follows: 

o Site plan and permit issuance. 

o Investors 

o Walkway and floating dock installation 

 The biggest part was the infrastructure and the cost of utilities was expensive and could 

be prohibitive in some cases. 

o This would be one of the first new lines to the new wastewater treatment plant 

(WWTP). 

o South Port would prefer one trunk line into the former STIP Park with service 

lines run to individual businesses vs. a spaghetti network of individual lines to 

each business from the WWTP. 

o The line would require a pump station and South Port would like the Town 

Council to consider the following: 

 The STIP Park represents the only industrial park in the county and has 

access to water and the railroad. 

 South Port would like everyone to work together to get the lowest 

possible cost and asked for the support of the Town. 

 South Port was not asking for Town funding, only its support. 

 South Port was looking for available State and Federal resources. 

o Infrastructure to all of the area was important as a long term solution for future 

growth. 

 Gallagher property. 

 Bayshore Concrete. 

 Bay Creek Resort. 

 Etc. 

o South Port was looking at the area over the long term. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon asked when South Port could start construction.  Cela Burge stated that the 

site plan needed to be approved first. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon asked whether all the permits had been received.  Cela Burge stated that the 

revised permit required by the Army Corps of Engineers was submitted last week. 

 

Heather Arcos asked about the subdivision plan.  Cela Burge stated that South Port was working 

on the subdivision plan. 

 

Frank Wendell asked when the site plan would be approved.  Cela Burge stated that South Port 

had received the Town’s comments and Don McClennan was working on the responses.  Frank 

Wendell asked Heather Arcos when she thought the site plan would be approved.  Heather Arcos 

stated that the responses needed to be received from South Port.  Upon receipt of the responses, 

staff would review them again.  Staff had met several times with Don McClennan.  Cela Burge 

added that Don McClennan indicated that he was working on everything and would submit it to 

the Town as soon as possible.  

 

Councilman Veber asked if any other businesses were expected to go into the building purchased 

by Waco Chemicals.  Cela Burge stated that she was unaware of any other businesses going into 
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the building at this time.  Councilman Evans stated that he recalled that Waco intended to move a 

major part of their company here at some point. 

 

Cela Burge stated that there had been some rocky and dry periods of communication between 

South Port and the Town and that was not South Port’s desire.  That was why she was asked to 

come here this evening to give an update of their progress.  Cela Burge added that she was 

willing to come to Council at any time if they had any questions.  South Port wanted to work 

together with the Town for a better solution for everyone to make the project more cost effective 

and more efficient.  They wanted the best overall solution.  Otherwise, it would not be financially 

feasible. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon welcomed Northampton County Supervisor Oliver Bennett who arrived at 

5:45 p.m. 

 

Councilwoman Natali mentioned the Technology Zone, Enterprise Zone and the HUB Zone if the 

County could get the designation back.  Cela Burge stated that she read the ordinance regarding 

the Technology Zone and was looking at the available incentives.  South Port’s intention was to 

pursue the Technology Zone incentives. 

 

Heather Arcos stated that the County was working on the HUB Zone but the loss of designation 

was a result of the 2010 Census data.  She had not received an update recently and would check 

with the County Administrator. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon and Heather Arcos thanked Cela Burge and Steve Smith for coming this 

evening. 

 

Motion made by Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Veber, and unanimously 

approved to adjourn the Town Council Work Session.   
 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Vice Mayor Bannon 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Town Clerk 


