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TOWN COUNCIL 
Work Session 

Town Hall 

July 3, 2012 

5:00 PM 
 

At 5:00 p.m., Mayor Dora Sullivan, having established a quorum, called to order the Work 

Session of Town Council.  In addition to Mayor Sullivan, present were Vice Mayor Bannon, 

Councilmen Godwin, Sullivan and Wendell and Councilwoman Natali.  There was one vacancy 

on the Council.  Also present were Town Manager Heather Arcos and Town Clerk Libby Hume.   

There were four (4) members of the public in attendance.   
 

Mayor Sullivan announced the business for the evening would be A. to discuss possible 

candidates to fill the Town Council vacancy; and B. to hear a presentation by Mr. Jon Dempster 

regarding a marketing opportunity. 

 

Discussion of Candidates to Fill the Town Council Vacancy 

Town Manager Heather Arcos stated that in accordance with Code of Virginia § 24.2-228(A), the 

Town Council needed to appoint a qualified voter of Town to fill the vacancy until a special 

election could be held.  This issue would be on the July 12, 2012 Town Council Regular Meeting 

agenda as an action item to make the interim appointment to fill the vacancy on the Town 

Council.  The Code of Virginia § 24.2-226 required the governing body to petition the circuit 

court requesting the scheduling of a special meeting within 15 days of the date the vacancy 

occurred and in our case, the vacancy occurred on July 1, 2012.  A draft petition was referred to 

legal counsel for their review and needed to be sent to Northampton County Circuit Court Clerk 

Traci Johnson on July 13, 2012.  The Council needed to discuss potential candidates for this 

interim seat and be prepared to make an appointment at the July 12, 2012 Town Council Regular 

Meeting.  No action would be taken this evening. 

 

Mayor Sullivan stated that she did not have a vote but her opinion was, for consistency sake, was 

to choose one of the other two candidates that ran for office in the last election. 

 

There was some discussion regarding the filling of previous vacancies in the Council as well as 

the choosing of Vice Mayors in the past. 

 

Councilwoman Natali stated that there was a history of nominating the next highest vote winner 

or the following highest vote winner to fill past vacancies. 

 

Vice Mayor Bannon stated that he felt that the next highest vote winner should be appointed 

because it was the will of the citizens. 

 

Councilman Wendell stated that the last election was a contested election with a hot issue and 

served as an unofficial referendum of the citizens and added that he felt it was obvious by the 

votes and the election results that the citizens wanted change and voted out the incumbent 

candidates.  Councilman Wendell went on to state that he had talked to Reverend Jim Davis who 

was interested in service on the Town Council and planned to nominate Reverend Davis as a 

candidate for this vacancy.  It was the will of the people to have a fresh Council.  

 

Mayor Sullivan asked Councilman Godwin for his opinion.  Councilman Godwin stated that 

coming into the meeting, he felt that the people had decided and Larry Veber was the next highest 

vote winner.  Councilman Godwin added that prior to the election, he had spoken with Reverend 

Jim Davis who told him that he did not want to run for the Town Council again, but Councilman 
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Wendell just stated something different.  Councilman Godwin stated that he felt that the whole 

past Council was good and it was the fairest thing to go with Larry Veber to fill the vacancy. 

 

Mayor Sullivan agreed that the past Council was a good, working Council.  Everybody talked to 

each other and agreed to disagree on occasion.  Mayor Sullivan stated that she spoke with many 

of the Council members on a daily basis and for the Council to work as a whole, they all needed 

to talk to each other and respect each other even if they did not always agree with each other. 

 

Councilman Godwin stated that he had a great respect and friendship with Reverend Jim Davis 

but felt that the right thing to do was to appoint Larry Veber to fill the vacancy. 

 

Councilman Wendell stated that Larry Veber did not win because there were other candidates to 

choose from. 

 

Councilman Sullivan reminded the other Council members that this appointment was only for a 

“caretaker” of the seat until a special election could be held.  The public would make the final 

decision during the special election. 

 

Councilman Wendell asked about dates for the special election.  Town Clerk Libby Hume stated 

that she had spoken with the Northampton County Registrar who told her that the date of the 

special election was determined by the circuit court judge and would coincide with an upcoming 

election.  Possible dates were November 2012, November 2013 or May 2014.  If the special 

election were set for November 2012, the deadline for candidates to declare would be mid-

August.  It was unsure whether there was enough time for the preliminary work to be done to get 

everything organized by that date.  A petition would be filed with the circuit court clerk on July 

13, 2012 and the Town could include their preference of dates but the decision would still be up 

to the judge. 

 

Mayor Sullivan asked Councilman Sullivan for his opinion.  Councilman Sullivan stated that he 

would choose Larry Veber. 

 

Mayor Sullivan asked Councilwoman Natali for her opinion.  Councilwoman Natali stated that 

she would prefer either Larry Veber or Steve Bennett to be appointed but added that she leaned 

toward Steve Bennett because of his technical way of thinking and his attention to detail 

especially regarding financial matters.  Larry Veber saw more of the big picture which was an 

asset, but she liked the detail level of Steve Bennett and added that she was looking at the best 

interest of the Town. 

 

Mayor Sullivan asked Vice Mayor Bannon for his opinion.  Vice Mayor Bannon stated that he 

would choose Larry Veber. 

 

Councilman Wendell stated that he was also looking at the best interest of the Town so that was 

why he would vote for Reverend Jim Davis who also had prior Council experience. 

 

Councilwoman Natali stated that Reverend Davis could have run for Council in the last election 

but did not and she felt that the choice should be between the candidates that ran for election, 

which both Larry Veber and Steve Bennett did. 

 

Mayor Sullivan stated that the Town Council Regular Meeting would be held on July 12
th
 and 

asked the Council members to be prepared to appoint someone to fill the vacancy and added that 

Council did not always have to agree with everything that was done, but they needed to discuss 

things and respect each other. 
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Marketing Opportunity Presentation by Jon Dempster 

Heather Arcos stated that it was approaching 5:25 p.m. and Mr. Dempster had not arrived as yet 

and had not provided her with requested information prior to this meeting. 

 

Mayor Sullivan stated that if Mr. Dempster were to provide the requested information, Heather 

Arcos could forward it to the Council. 

 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Bannon, seconded by Councilwoman Natali, to adjourn the 

Town Council Work Session.  The motion was approved by unanimous consent.  
 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Mayor Sullivan 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Town Clerk 


