
 

HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD 
Regular Meeting 

Town Hall 
February 19, 2013 

4:30 p.m. 
 
At approximately 4:30 p.m. Chairman Russ Dunton, having established a quorum, called to order the 
Regular Meeting of the Historic District Review Board.  In addition to Chairman Dunton, present were 
Bob Sellers, Dianne Davis, Jan Neville and Terry Strub. Also in attendance were Town Planner Tom 
Bonadeo and Assistant Town Clerk Amanda Hurley. There were two members of the public in 
attendance. 
 
Dianne Davis gave the invocation followed by the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Russ Dunton commented that the By-Laws stated that there must be an election for Chairman and Vice 
Chairman every February, therefore, this would be added to the agenda under New Business. 
 
Tom Bonadeo explained that the agenda packet had to be sent out a day early due to the President’s Day 
Holiday and two applications were received after completion of the packet and suggested the Board add 
these two items to the agenda, but delay them until the next meeting if they needed more time to review. 
The two applications to be reviewed were 506 Monroe Avenue and 113 Tazewell Avenue and Tom 
Bonadeo discussed each application briefly. 
 
Tom Bonadeo recommended that the application for 506 Monroe Avenue- Modification to previous 
addition plan be added as item 5A under Old Business because it was an old Certificate of 
Appropriateness. Russ Dunton stated that 113 Tazewell Avenue- Door and window modification to 
garage be added as item 4A under New Business, Discussion of training subject for Spring meetings be 
moved to item 4B and Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman be moved to item 4C, but the election 
would be done at the end of the meeting after Old Business. 
 
Motion made by Dianne Davis, seconded by Terry Strub, and unanimously approved to accept the 
agenda as amended. 
 
The Historic District Review Board reviewed the minutes of the November 20, 2012 Regular Meeting.  
 
Motion made by Dianne Davis, seconded by Bob Sellers, to approve the minutes of the November 
20, 2012 Regular Meeting as presented. The motion was unanimously approved.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. 113 Tazewell Avenue – Door and window modification to garage: 

Tom Bonadeo gave a brief overview of the house at 113 Tazewell Avenue and explained that David 
Giannini was the contractor. Drawings were presented to the Board of the existing garage which 
currently had two garage doors, but the owners wanted to replace them with one 10ft garage door. 
This would not affect the roofline in any way. The south side of the building currently had two doors 
and three windows and Mr. Giannini was proposing to replace them with one door and two 
windows, as well as replace the vinyl and tin siding with hardy siding. Drawings of the proposed 
changes were also provided. Tom Bonadeo noted that the building was oversized for the current 
ordinance. 
 
Russ Dunton confirmed that the footprint was not changing, only new windows, doors, siding and 
roof would be modified. The door and window openings were the only items required to be 
reviewed by the Board. Russ Dunton commented that he had no concerns with the removal and 
placement of the windows and doors and asked the Board if they were comfortable in approving the 
application or wanted more time to review.  
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Terry Strub commented that the windows in the drawing of the proposed modifications did not 
appear to be the same size as those in the drawing of the existing building. Tom Bonadeo responded 
stating that the drawing was not to scale and the replacement windows would be the same size as 
the existing. However, the Board could specify in their approval that the window replacements be 
the same size as the existing windows. Terry Strub commented that she did not have any further 
concerns and thought the modifications were an improvement for the property. 

 
Motion made by Jan Neville, seconded by Terry Strub, to approve the door and window 
modification to garage at 113 Tazewell Avenue. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
B. Discussion of training subject for Spring meetings: 

Tom Bonadeo explained that he had budgeted for training for the Historic District Review Board. In 
the past, Board members had gone to conferences but travel had gotten extremely expensive, so a 
consultant would be able to conduct training at a few of the Board’s meetings, at or around the 
regular meeting time. Tom Bonadeo had been in contact with two consultants; Paige Pollard and 
Laura Calnan. Paige Pollard was with the Department of Historic Resources and she had spoken to 
the Board on previous occasions. These training sessions would be conducted April, May and June or 
March, April and May and would be an hour to two hours long. The subject matter of these trainings 
would be the process that a homeowner would undergo to submit their home to the Department of 
Historic Resources for tax credit. The consultant would go over the paperwork involved in this 
process as well as the logic behind interpreting the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines. Another 
idea was to view slideshows of projects before and after that the consultant has worked on because 
this would give another perspective of things that had been approved in other localities including 
minor modifications as well as some unusual things that had been approved in accordance with the 
guidelines at the state level. Explanation on forbidden items that Historic Resources did not approve 
would also be reviewed.  
 
Russ Dunton pointed out that when he attended seminars and training sessions in the past, he was 
able to network with other Board members to see how they handled different situations. Russ 
Dunton stated that he would like to know the process that other communities took regarding tax 
credits. Tom Bonadeo recommended a session on DHR approval vs. local approval. There was much 
discussion on tax credits. Further clarification was needed on this subject as many questions were 
raised, therefore making it a prime topic for the Spring training. Tom Bonadeo asked the Board to 
email him any other topics they would like to discuss at the upcoming training sessions.  
 
Russ Dunton asked Tom Bonadeo if he had been able to research appeals on approval. Tom Bonadeo 
replied stating that the Planning Commission had reviewed the ordinance and was in discussion 
with legal counsel to modify that process back to the way it was originally. Tom Bonadeo stated that 
the ordinance allowed the Historic District Review Board to propose Guidelines which were then 
accepted by Town Council. Currently, the Guidelines only allowed for denied requests. Russ Dunton 
reiterated that there was no flow chart in the Guidelines that portrayed an appeal and approval, only 
a denial. Tom Bonadeo would be working with the Planning Commission on this correction. 
 

C. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman: 
Russ Dunton explained that the next item on the agenda was election of Chairman and Vice 
Chairman and suggested nominations. Jan Neville nominated Russ Dunton for Chairman. Russ 
Dunton asked Dianne Davis if she would like to be Chairman, but she declined. Russ Dunton 
nominated Bob Sellers for Vice Chairman. 
 

Motion made by Dianne Davis, seconded by Terry Strub, to elect Russ Dunton as Chairman of the 
Historic District Review Board. The motion was approved by majority vote with Russ Dunton 
abstaining. Motion made by Russ Dunton, seconded by Dianne Davis to elect Bob Sellers as Vice 
Chairman of the Historic District Review Board. The motion was approved by majority vote with 
Bob Sellers abstaining. 
 
 
 

2 



OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. 506 Monroe Avenue – Modification to previous addition plan: 

Tom Bonadeo explained that 506 Monroe Avenue was a brick house owned by David and Karen Gay 
and the Historic District Review Board had approved the garage last year. Tom Bonadeo and Jeb 
Brady had discovered a foundation in the backyard that had never been finished, but a plan for the 
addition had previously been approved by the Board in 2003. Tom Bonadeo went on to explain that 
the contractor had begun additions to the house but the company went bankrupt so the house sat 
idle for more than a year, therefore a new Certificate of Appropriateness was required. The 
contractor had also taken all the windows out of the back of the house and boarded them up with 
hardy plank siding and it had remained that way since 2003. Tom Bonadeo noted that both the 
original and proposed drawings were included in the packet and in the original drawing he depicted 
the changes the applicant was proposing with dotted lines. The original plans had proposed a deck 
and the new plans proposed a second floor over the existing first floor. Page A-2 of the drawings 
depicted the changes. The footprint would be kept the same since the foundation was already there. 
Tom Bonadeo recommended that the Board could postpone the approval since this was a bigger 
project. There was much discussion on the roofline plans and modifications.  
 
Russ Dunton commented that there would not be much backyard left. Tom Bonadeo pointed out that 
the ordinance required 15 feet between the accessory building and the house and the plans 
indicated that there was 17½ feet between the two.  
 
Tom Bonadeo explained and identified the differences in the original and proposed plans stating 
that there was no roof or second floor deck in the original plan and the center window would 
become a door on the second floor. There was much discussion among the Board for further 
clarification including visualization of the house and plans. 
 
Tom Bonadeo suggested that if the Board was not comfortable in approving the modifications, they 
could table the application. Russ Dunton commented that he did not have an issue in approving it as 
it had been approved previously and also stated that the change was an improvement to the 
property. 
 

Motion made by Bob Sellers, seconded by Jan Neville, to approve the modification to previous 
addition plan for 506 Monroe Avenue. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Tom Bonadeo reported the following: i) Plans for the old Delisheries building at 207 Mason Avenue 
were underway. Plans for the second and third floors had been previously approved by the Planning 
Commission and the Historic District Review Board and the plans now had engineering and 
architectural approval. Tom Bonadeo displayed and discussed these drawings with the Board explaining 
that the first floor would be a yogurt bar, the second floor would be two apartments, and the third floor 
would have the same shape parapet as the existing. The front of the building would have a stairway and 
additional door, similar to what Brown Dog Ice Cream next door had. This building required four 
parking spaces in the back to meet the parking standards. A new alley would be added behind Mason 
Avenue buildings in the future; ii) The first floor of the old Wilson building at 245 Mason Avenue was 
purchased at auction and was expected to be a retail space; iii) The Hotel Cape Charles appeal would be 
reviewed at the Town Council meeting on February 21, 2013. 
 
Motion made by Dianne Davis, seconded by Terry Strub, to adjourn the Historic District Review 
Board Regular Meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

 
   
       Chairman Russ Dunton 
 
  
Asst. Town Clerk 
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