
Historic District Review Board 
Cape Charles Civic Center – 500 Tazewell 

Regular Session Agenda 
December 13, 2016 5:00 P.M. 

 
 
1. Call to Order; Roll Call 

 
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 
3. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Agenda Format 
B. Approval of Minutes 

 
4. New Business 

A. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 535 Plum 
Street – contributing structure single-family dwelling: replace 
roof, siding, windows, doors, back step; repair front porch.  

B. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 401 Mason 
Avenue – contributing structure commercial building: roof; 
masonry repair; exterior painting; garage door replacement; 
Brise soleil wooden louvers installation; accessibility ramps 
and platforms. 

 
5. Old Business 

A. Review of 204 Washington Avenue application for chimney 
cladding on new construction of single-family dwelling. 

B. Set date for CAMP follow-up work session 
 
6. Announcements – None 
 
7. Presentation – Mr. Marcus Pollard on updated Historic District Register 

Survey project 
 
8. Adjourn 
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DRAFT 
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD 

Regular Meeting 
Cape Charles Civic Center 

November 15, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 
At approximately 6:00 p.m. Chairman Joe Fehrer, having established a quorum, called to order the 
Regular Meeting of the Historic District Review Board (HDRB).  In addition to Joe Fehrer, present were 
John Caton, Terry Strub and Sandra Salopek. David Gay was not in attendance. Also in attendance were 
Town Planner Larry DiRe and Assistant Town Clerk Tracy Outten. The applicants and one other member 
of the public were in attendance. 

 
Chairman Joe Fehrer started the HDRB Regular meeting with a moment of silence and the recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Motion made by Terry Strub, seconded by John Caton, to accept the agenda as presented. The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The HDRB reviewed the minutes from the September 20, 2016 Regular Meeting. 
 
Motion made by John Caton, seconded by Terry Strub, to accept the minutes of the September 20, 
2016 Regular Meeting as revised with a word change on page two. The motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 204 Washington Avenue – new construction of 

single-family dwelling  
Applicant, Spencer Custis, gave an overview of the proposed plans. The board discussed with the 
applicant changing the chimney material to masonry or brick veneer and the inappropriate shape of 
the round window in the district. 
 
Motion made by John Caton, seconded by Terry Strub, to approve the Application for the 
Certificate of Appropriateness for 204 Washington Avenue as proposed with the exception of 
using different material for the chimney and changing the shape of the round window to a 
conforming shape commonly found in the district. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

B. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 639 Monroe Avenue – demolition of rear utility 
room and new construction of rear addition bedroom and bath 
 
Contractor Bill Manning gave an overview of the proposed addition. Joe Fehrer asked if the original 
siding would stay to which he responded in the affirmative. 
 
Motion made by Terry Strub, seconded by John Caton, to approve the Application for the 
Certificate of Appropriateness for 639 Monroe Avenue as presented. The motion was approved 
by unanimous vote. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
There was no old Business to review. 
 
Chairman Joe Fehrer thanked the board and staff for attending the October CAMP training. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
National Register survey update meeting Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
 
Terry Strub and Sandra Salopek would be out of town and suggested changing the December meeting 
day. 
 
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Terry Strub, to change the meeting date and time 
from Tuesday, December 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. to Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Larry DiRe announced the Town Council and Planning Commission Joint Public Hearing to discuss the 
Comprehensive Plan would be on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Joe Fehrer suggested a HDRB Work Session in January to discuss the CAMP training. 
 
David Gay’s comments submitted by email are attached as requested by Joe Fehrer. 
 
Motion made by Sandra Salopek, seconded by Terry Strub, to adjourn the Historic District Review 
Board Regular Meeting.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
   
       Chairman Joe Fehrer 
  
Assistant Town Clerk 

 



Historic District Review Board Staff Report 
 

From:  Larry DiRe  

Date:  December 13, 2016 

Item:  4A – 535 Plum Street – Renovate single-family house 

Attachments: Application, elevations, narrative with materials detail, plot plan, photos  

 
Application Specifics 
An application has been received for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 634 Randolph Avenue.  
The proposed work on the building includes renovating a single-family house.  The building is aa 
American Foresquare-style contributing structure on a nonconforming size lot.  There is no 
change to the current building footprint and a plot plan\survey plat is provided.     
 
Discussion 

• The proposed project includes the installation of new windows throughout the building.  
The windows are a standard 28” x 42” throughout.  Existing windows show a variety of 
styles including six over six, six over two, and one over one.  The applicant proposes two 
over two throughout the house.  In conformity with the Guidelines (Element 1, page 38) 
the applicant states that “window would not have snap-in muntins but rather grid between 
the panes of glass.”  He provides photos of similar windows in the district. 

• Hardie board with a 5” exposure is proposed as the siding material.  Although a synthetic 
material, such siding is common throughout the District and does not negatively impact 
the integrity of the District.  Trim is proposed to replicate the original board with either 
Hardie trim or pvc board.  The applicant specifically states the siding and trim color 
scheme and finds a similar style in the district.  

• The proposed architectural roofing shingles for both the house (hipped) and porch (shed) 
roof meet the Guidelines requirements (page 35). 

• Front porch repairs include removing the damaged wood decking and replacing it with 
composite decking materials.  The existing concrete block steps will be replaced with a 
two-step wooden structure.     

 
Recommendation 
Review the attached materials and discuss any questions or concerns regarding the application.  
Decide whether the Board finds that a Certificate of Appropriateness is appropriate for the 
application. 
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535 Plum Street – Application for Historic District Review 
 

 
1.  Introduction 

 
The subject property is a traditional American Foursquare house.  Based on 
land record and estate research at the Northampton County Court, we believe 
the house was built sometime in the late 1910s.  The house has a “twin” to the 
right.  Based on our research we believe it was built at the same time as the 
subject property.  Apparently both homes were built as duplexes. 
 
The 1990 US Department of Interior “National Register of Historic Places” 
registration form refers to the property as “1910s hip-roofed frame dwelling” 
and calls it a “contributing” structure. 
 

 



Page 2 of 11 
 

 
 
Neighbors and adjacent residents tell us that the house has been vacant for at 
least twenty years.  Apparently it had been used as a “stash house” where drug 
dealers would store their product when working this street in the past.  Most 
recently it has been used as shelter for a feral cat colony. 
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The house does not have an electric service, plumbing or heating/cooling.  The 
subfloor has been removed as have most interior walls.  In addition to the 
proposed exterior renovation covered by this application, we plan to rebuild the 
interior from the studs outward with new wiring, plumbing, HVAC, drywall, 
insulation and flooring.  Water and sewer service exist to the building. 
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2.  Scope of work 
 
Siding:  The house is covered with 1970s-era shingle siding, which covers the 
original wooden lap siding.  The original siding is largely damaged or missing 
and the nails used to fasten the shingle siding have further damaged it.  The 
original siding is 6 inches nominally with a 5-inch exposure.  We plan to use a 
fiber cement lap siding product by JamesHardie which has a 30 year warranty.  
The product will be installed with a 5-inch exposure.   
 
The original color appears to be grey based on an exposed piece of siding, 
which is clearly faded after a century. 
 

 
 

We plan to use JamesHardie’s “evening blue” which is a rich, blue-grey color 
and probably was consistent with the original color.  The siding will have a nice 
contrast with the white trim. 
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The original trim detail at the siding to roof transition likely was a 10 to 12 
inch flat wood board and we propose to replicate that detail with a flat fiber 
cement trim board or a PVC board.  The appearance will be the same as the 
original wood trim. 
 
There are a few examples of this color combination in the district. 
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Windows:  The house has seventeen windows, each approximately 28 inches 
wide by 42 inches tall.  The windows have obviously been replaced over time 
and there are examples of divided lights as 6 over 6, 6 over 2, 6 over 1 and 1 
over 1 windows.   
 

     
 

 
 
Our research indicates that the American Foursquare homes sold during this 
time period often had 2 over 2 windows and we propose to replace all the 
windows with a modern single-hung window that is consistent with period 
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design.  The window would not have snap-in muntins but rather grid between 
the panes of glass. 
 
Of equal importance is the trim around the windows and we propose a window 
with trim in a picture frame around the window, but with the significant 
addition of a bottom sill, which is consistent with period homes.   

 

 
 

There is some evidence of this type detail on the subject property, and homes 
in the district have this type of window and the two over two design. 
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Roofing:  The house has a pyramid roof typical of the American Foursquare and 
has modern shingles.  The porch has a shed roof with modern shingles as well, 
but the two roofs do not match.  We propose to replace the roofing material 
with 30-year black/grey architectural asphalt shingles.   
 

 
 
This color shingle is found throughout the district.  There will be no alteration 
to the size, pitch or any other structural element of either roof other than the 
replacement of damaged structural members. 
 
Front Porch:  The porch has been heavily modified over the years.  The ceiling 
is largely collapsing and the wood decking has failed in many areas.  We 
propose to remove the plywood panels along the base of the porch and the 2x4 
framing.  We will install new 4x4 posts as per the elevation drawing.  We will 
remove the wood decking and replace it with 1x6 composite decking with a 1x8 
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skirt fascia at the base of the deck.  We will replace the porch ceiling with a 
durable beaded product to reproduce the look of the period ceiling.   
 
Steps:  The existing front steps appear to be concrete block that has collapsed.  
We propose to replace the steps with a simple two-stair wooden structure with 
composite decking to match the porch. 
 
Doors:  The two exterior doors that serve the home are in very rough shape.  In 
addition, both are only 30 inches wide, which does not allow for accessibility 
for those with mobility problems, does not provide adequate emergency egress 
and does not allow for moving larger furniture items or appliances in and out of 
the house.  We propose to install a 36 inch wide by 80 inch tall raised panel 
door with a half-light (9 light) at the rear.  
 
At the front door, we propose a craftsman-style or similar raised panel door 
with a vision light in the top quarter.  The exact style may vary from the 
photograph. 
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Rear Stoop:  The existing treated lumber rear stoop has deteriorated beyond 
any safe use.  We plan to replace it with a similar treated lumber structure. 
 

 
 
 
Brick:  The existing foundation brick is largely intact.  Structural needs dictate 
that the brick be pointed up.  Missing brick will be replaced with brick that 
matches to the greatest extent possible, although most missing brick is in the 
rear of the property.  Some modifications to foundation vents will be made to 
install FEMA-compliant engineered flood vents and black automatic foundation 
air vents. The brick will be generally left in its original condition. 
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Exterior lighting:  Simple black lantern-style wall light fixtures are proposed for 
installation where original lights were installed.  This style of lighting is found 
throughout the district.  Exact style may differ slightly. 

Recessed exterior grade lights are proposed for the front porch to provide 
unobtrusive lighting. 









Historic District Review Board Staff Report 
 

From:  Larry DiRe  

Date:  December 13, 2016 

Item: 4B – 401 Mason Avenue – roof; masonry repair; exterior painting; garage door 
replacement; Brise soleil wooden louvers installation; accessibility ramps and 
platforms. 

 
Attachments: Application, site plan, project narrative, elevations, architectural drawings.  
 
Application Specifics 
An application has been received for a Certificate of Appropriateness from the property owners 
for renovations to a commercial, contributing structure.  The property was formerly used as a gas 
station and auto repair garage.  The property has two existing buildings, a cottage-style main 
building, and a three-bay garage attached by an external link structure.  The design intent is to 
restore while rehabilitating for the new use.  The project is approved for state and federal historic 
tax credits.  According to the project narrative “All accretions shall be removed throughout and 
masonry patched, repaired and painted. The garage area will have display shelving, sitting area, 
kitchen area, check out/ control. The cottage will have display shelving and possibly a meeting 
room.”   There will be on-site improvements into a small, landscaped parkette.  All fencing is 
proposed to be removable and will not obstruct a street-level view of the buildings.  The proposed 
free-standing sign is below the six-foot height limit for the Mason Avenue commercial district.  
 
Discussion 
The applicant has presented a detailed project narrative, comprehensive set of elevation 
drawings, and a current survey plat.  The project is separated into work done on the “cottage” and 
work done on the “garage”.  The cottage roof structure will be retained, but new tiles will be used 
to replace missing and damaged ones.  Existing window shutters will be retained and repaired as 
necessary.  This complies with the Guidelines (Element 8, page 40).  The project narrative states 
that “all accretions shall be removed throughout and masonry patched, repaired, and repainted.”    
These activities conform to the masonry section of the Guidelines (Elements 2, 4, and 5, page 
50).  The garage section will maintain the three-bay industrial appearance.  As an adaptive reuse 
project, this is in keeping with the Guidelines (Element 6, page 47).  The left bay door is proposed 
as the principal entrance to the building and will retain sufficient glass and existing level of 
transparency.  The brise soleil structure is not common in the district.  While not a traditional 
sloped or box awning as described in the Guidelines (Elements 1 and 2, page 61), this structure 
meets the basic function of “shield window displays from the sun, conserve energy.”  Staff finds 
such a structure appropriate for this particular project.   
 
Recommendation 
Review the attached materials and discuss any questions or concerns regarding the application.  
Decide whether the Board finds that a Certificate of Appropriateness is appropriate for the 
application. 
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