
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Work Session 
Civic Center 
July 9, 2015 

6:00 PM 
 

 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order:  Roll Call 
 
 

2. Order of Business 
 

A. Library Board 
 

B. Relocation of Dolphin at Cape Charles Beach 
 

C. Partial Tax Exemption Request – Gary Williams/BayView Engraving 
 

 
3. Motion to Adjourn 



 
ORDINANCE NO:  20150716 

 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 

CAPE CHARLES LIBRARY BOARD 
 

WHEREAS, the Cape Charles Memorial Library and the Library Board have existed for 
many years; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia, Section 42.1-33, provides that a town shall have the 
power to establish a free public library; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia, Section 42.1-35 specifies that management and 
control of a free public library system shall be vested in a board of not less than five members or 
trustees appointed by the governing body, of which one member of the board may be a member 
of the governing body; and 

 
WHEREAS, no enabling ordinance is known to exist establishing the Cape Charles 

Memorial Library and Library Board; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Council of Cape Charles recognizes the importance of continuing 

to maintain a free public library; now 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Cape Charles, this 16th day 
of July, 2015, that: 

 
1. The Cape Charles Memorial Library is hereby established per Code of Virginia, 

Section 42.1-33. 
 

2. A Library Board is hereby established per Code of Virginia, Section 42.1-35.  The 
Board will have such powers and responsibilities as specified in that Section.  The 
Board will consist of seven (7) members, one of which shall be a member of Town 
Council. 

 
3. The Librarian, under the supervision of the Town Manager, shall direct the operation 

of the library per the policy guidance established by the Library Board. 
 

 
********************** 

 
Adopted by the Town Council of Cape Charles on July 16, 2015. 

 
 

 
  

 Mayor George Proto 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Town Clerk   
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§ 42.1-33. Power of local governments to establish and support libraries. 
 
The governing body of any city, county or town shall have the power to establish a free public library for 
the use and benefit of its residents. The governing body shall provide sufficient support for the operation 
of the library by levying a tax therefor, either by special levy or as a fund of the general levy of the city, 
county or town. The word "support" as used in this chapter shall include but is not limited to, purchase of 
land for library buildings, purchase or erection of buildings for library purposes, purchase of library 
books, materials and equipment, compensation of library personnel, and all maintenance expenses for 
library property and equipment. Funds appropriated or contributed for public library purposes shall 
constitute a separate fund and shall not be used for any but public library purposes. 
1970, c. 606. 
 
 
§ 42.1-35. Library boards generally. 
 
A. The management and control of a free public library system shall be vested in a board of not less than 
five members or trustees. They shall be appointed by the governing body, chosen from the citizens at 
large with reference to their fitness for such office. However, one board member or trustee may be a 
member or an employee of the local governing body. Initially members shall be appointed as follows: one 
member for a term of one year, one member for a term of two years, one member for a term of three 
years, and the remaining members for terms of four years; thereafter all members shall be appointed for 
terms of four years. The governing body of any county or city entitled to representation on a library board 
of a library system of another jurisdiction pursuant to § 42.1-34 shall appoint a member to serve for a 
term of four years, or until the contract is terminated, whichever is shorter. Vacancies shall be filled for 
unexpired terms as soon as possible in the manner in which members of the board are regularly chosen. A 
member shall not receive a salary or other compensation for services as a member but necessary expenses 
actually incurred shall be paid from the library fund. However, the governing body of Fairfax County may 
pay members of its library board such compensation as it may deem proper. A member of a library board 
may be removed for misconduct or neglect of duty by the governing body making the appointment. The 
members shall adopt such bylaws, rules and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of 
the free public library system as may be expedient. They shall have control of the expenditures of all 
moneys credited to the library fund. The board shall have the right to accept donations and bequests of 
money, personal property, or real estate for the establishment and maintenance of such free public library 
systems or endowments for same. 
 
B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A relating to the terms of library board members, a local 
governing body may alter the composition of its library board to create staggered terms of service in 
which approximately the same number of terms expire annually. To achieve this goal, the local governing 
body shall appoint in any year in which multiple terms expire members for terms of one, two, three, and 
four years as appropriate. Thereafter, all members shall be appointed for terms of four years. Vacancies 
shall be filled for unexpired terms as soon as possible in the manner in which members of the board are 
regularly chosen. 
1970, c. 606; 1974, c. 84; 1985, c. 278; 1998, c. 212. 
 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/42.1-34/
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?981+ful+CHAP0212


 
 
From: Libby Hume [mailto:clerk@capecharles.org]  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 2:50 PM 
To: 'Chris Bannon'; 'Frank Wendell'; George Proto; Joan Natali; Sambo Brown; 'Steve Bennett'; 'Thomas 
Godwin' 
Subject: FW: Art in Cape Charles 
 
Good afternoon, everyone! 
 

I received the following email which was addressed to Council. 
 

Thanks and I hope you have a great weekend! 
Libby 
 

Libby Hume, CMC 
Town Clerk 
Town of Cape Charles 
2 Plum Street 
Cape Charles, VA  23310 
(757) 331-3259 x10 
www.capecharles.org 
 
 
From: Nancy Vest [mailto:ndvest@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 8:00 AM 
To: brent.manuel@capecharles.org; George Proto; Town Council; bob.panek@capecharles.org 
Subject: Art in Cape Charles 
 
The Town of Cape Charles has come a long way in the last few years.  I so appreciate the time and effort that you 
and all the Town employees have made to enhance and beautify our town.  I know you have many plans for the 
future and I am grateful for your work.   

Congratulations on the acquisition of the King Neptune statue for our waterfront. It should be another focal point for 
our beach and I look forward to the unveiling.  The LOVE sign, the gazebo, and King Neptune will be wonderful 
landmarks for visitors and I am sure will be the subject of many vacation photographs.   

The gazebo is a striking vision as one comes into the beach area of Cape Charles. As I walked beside beach 
path last weekend it occurred to me that the dolphin statue is often overshadowed and overlooked as it sits 
beside the gazebo.  I began to wonder if the Town had ever considered moving the dolphin to a different 
location where it could shine? 

If the dolphin was moved a block or two north (near one of the other entrances to the beach), it would stand 
out.  There would then be four distinct “landmarks”  on the beach path.  Beachgoers could tell family or 
friends how to locate them on the beach by using these landmarks.  It would also provide a more cohesive 
vision for the “Art Walk” plan for Cape Charles.   As the Town already owns the dolphin, the only cost 
involved would be for moving the sculpture and therefore, we could make a noticeable impact with a 
relatively small expenditure of funds.  It seems like this might be an idea worth consideration.  

Again, many thanks for considering my thoughts….and for all  you do for Cape Charles.  

Always, 

Nancy Daniel Vest 
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