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We hope that you will enjoy reading the Cape Charles Gazette which is the electronic newsletter published from time to time on 

behalf of the municipal government of the Town of Cape Charles.  The Gazette provides a variety of information that we believe will 

be useful to the citizens and businesses of Cape Charles as well as those who plan to 

travel to Cape Charles or have any interest in our Town or the Town’s government.  

The Gazette provides information on actions being undertaken or being considered by 

the Town government, upcoming activities in the Town, important public safety and 

security issues and emergency announcements.  

 

We welcome your responses which may be sent to gazette@capecharles.org, by 

regular mail to 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA  23310 or by calling (757) 331-3259.  

 

We also encourage you to visit the Town’s website at www.capecharles.org where you 

will find up-to-date information about the operation of the Town government. 

 

 

Wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous 2016! 
 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON FOR HERITAGE ACRES RESIDENTS 
 

On December 14th, Town staff and members of the Town Council worked together to provide a Christmas luncheon to the residents 

of Heritage Acres.  The staff prepared the various dishes and supplies and members of staff and Council served the residents.  Meals 

were also delivered to those who could not leave their homes. 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who participated in this event!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSAL 
 

Over the next few weeks, the Public Works Department will be picking up discarded Christmas trees.  

Please remove all ornaments, lights, garland, etc. and place the trees on the curb for pick up.  The trees 

will be composted or chipped for mulch. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Public Works Foreman Pete Leontieff at 757-331-1410. 

 

Thank you! 
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SECOND ANNUAL DROPPING OF THE CRAB POT 
 

The Town of Cape Charles hosted the second annual Dropping of the 

Crab Pot on December 31, 2015 at 10:00 PM on Mason Avenue.  It was 

a great evening with over 500 residents and visitors attending.   

 

We’ve been asked “Why 10 p.m.?”  Last year, Smitty Dize, the former 

harbor master, did some research and found out that it was midnight in 

Greenland at 10 p.m. our time.  By dropping the Crab Pot at 10 p.m., 

we can hold an event that can be celebrated by adults and children 

alike, allowing for a fun, family event.  This year, we were fortunate to 

have above average temperatures.  For those attendees without 

children, they were able to continue on to Kelly’s Gingernut Pub or the 

Oyster Farm Seafood Eatery for the midnight countdown. 

 

Thank you to Ms. Miriam Elton and her staff for opening Brown Dog Ice 

Cream to serve her wonderful hot chocolate and coffee which were 

great additions to the evening.  Festive hats and tiaras were distributed 

along with a variety of noise makers to help ring in the New Year!  The evening ended with a memorable fireworks display which 

began after the crab pot was dropped! 

 

A great effort by everyone involved made this New Year’s event one to remember by all who attended.  Thank you also to the Master 

of Ceremonies, Vice Mayor Chris Bannon, for leading the countdown, Sheldon Williams for the use of his crane to drop the crab pot, 

Jen Lewis for organizing the event and the biggest shout out goes to our Public Works crew who always makes sure everything goes 

off without a hitch! 

 

It was a great event to bring in 2016! 

 

 

ESSO COMMUNITY/FERAL CAT SPAY DAY WITH PETA SNIP VAN 
 

The Community/Feral Cat Spay Day hosted by ESSO and the PETA SNIP van in Cape Charles today 

was a big success. I checked in 30 community cats from Cape Charles, Cheriton, Eastville, the Island 

House Restaurant and points in between. These surgeries will prevent the annual births of 225 

unwanted kittens. Thank goodness the rain held off until everyone was checked in.  

 

A special thank you to the Kitty Santa's whose donations allowed these surgeries to be offered at no 

cost to the caregivers.  A big thank you to those who lent us traps for this event.  

 

For 2015 ESSO checked in 361 cats and dogs for spay/neuter surgery. Of these 115 were paid for or 

subsidized by ESSO. These surgeries prevent the births of 320 unwanted puppies and 2,138 

unwanted kittens. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Sharyl Cline 

Vice President, ESSO 

 
 

BAGGING OF YARD DEBRIS 
 

The Public Works Department has issued a reminder asking citizens NOT to rake or blow leaves or 

other yard debris into the streets.  Doing so will clog up the storm drains which will lead to 

flooding that could severely damage personal property.  Please do your part to keep the yard 

debris out of the street by bagging them for proper pick-up. 

 

Please note that our recycler only accepts biodegradable bags.  Yard debris placed on the 

curb in non-biodegradable bags will NOT be picked up.  You can arrange for a special pick-up by 

contacting Public Works Foreman Pete Leontieff at 757-331-1410.  Please note that there will be 

a $5 per bag charge for this special pick-up. 

 

Thank you for your assistance! 
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TEMPORARY DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER  

SERVICE FOR UNOCCUPIED HOMES 
 

The Town has a number of out-of-town property owners who use 

their Cape Charles houses as second homes.  With the freezing 

temperatures during the winter months, property owners may opt 

to have their water service temporarily disconnected as a 

safeguard to freezing pipes and potential water leaks which could 

cause severe property damage. 

 

Many of the newer homes in Town and some of the older, remodeled homes, have interior water shut-off valves installed.  If your 

home has a shut-off-valve, we urge you to shut off the water to your home if you are planning to be away for any length of time 

during the winter months.  We also recommend draining the lines to any exterior faucets to prevent them from freezing. 

 

If your home does not have an interior shut-off valve, you can contact the Utility Billing Department at 757-331-6901 to arrange to 

have your water service temporarily discontinued while you are away.  There is a $25 fee for discontinuing the service and a $25 fee 

for reactivating the service.  This is a small price to pay for the ease of mind that your pipes will not freeze and burst. (Town Code § 

70-45) 

 

Please note that unless you have an interior water shut-off valve, it is unlawful for any person to turn the water service off at the 

street.  There have been several instances where homeowners have attempted to turn off the water at the street and have damaged 

the valves which can cause serious leaks in the system.  In order for the damages to be repaired, the water must be shut off for the 

entire street/block until the repairs can be made.  The cost of repairs may be charged to the property owner causing the damage. 

 

 

TOURISM ZONE ORDINANCE 
 

Under the direction of the Cape Charles Town Council, the Planning Commission and town 

staff have been developing a Tourism Zone Ordinance to provide possible incentives, in 

the form of certain tax and fee credits, to qualified tourism-related businesses that 

develop, maintain and expand operations and create full and part time jobs.  Localities 

can create Tourism Zones according to requirements found in the Code of Virginia § 58.1-

3851. 

 

In December 2015 an informational letter and copy of the draft Tourism Zone Ordinance 

were mailed to businesses currently holding a Town business license and which may be 

eligible to receive the tax and fee credit incentives.  The draft Tourism Zone Ordinance 

document is available for review on the Town’s website under “Forms & Publications / 

Planning & Zoning.”  We are hopeful to have the comments back from the legal review 

sometime in January so a public hearing can be scheduled for February.  The comment 

period is open until Town Council votes on the Ordinance.  Please notice that in several 

sections the draft Tourism Zone Ordinance text mirrors language found in the Town’s 

adopted Technology Zone Ordinance.  The Technology Zone Ordinance is Chapter 23 of 

the Town Code. 

 

As a brief overview, the draft Tourism Zone Ordinance does the following: 1) establishes a Tourism Zone footprint as the entire Town 

of Cape Charles; 2) creates an administrative process to implement the Ordinance; 3) defines qualified tourism businesses and 

establishes eligibility criteria for participation; 4) makes no distinction between seasonal and year-round business operations; 5) 

defines economic stimulus credits available to qualified tourism businesses; and 6) establishes the award process as a staff 

recommendation followed by Town Council approval. 

 

Please note the economic stimulus credits proposed in the draft Tourism Zone Ordinance involve reimbursements to the qualified 

tourism business for taxes and fees already paid to the Town.  No public funds reimbursement will be awarded unless a qualified 

tourism business has completed the review process and incentive credits have been approved by Town Council at a regular meeting.  

The Tourism Zone Ordinance is a draft document and the contents are subject to change. 

 

Please feel free to comment by email at info@capecharles.org or by phone at (757) 331-2036. 
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MEET THE STAFF! 

 
Please join us in welcoming Constance Drummond, the new Permit Clerk/Administrative Assistant 

in the Building/Code Enforcement Department.  Connie joined the town’s staff on January 5, 2016 

and will be assisting Code Official Jeb Brady with permit applications, the paperwork for various 

inspections, and other administrative functions within the department. 

 

Connie grew up on the Shore and graduated from Northampton High School.  She has held a 

number of positions in the area in the administrative, accounting, health / fitness and medical 

fields. 

 

The next time you’re in the Town Hall, please come up to the second floor and introduce yourself 

and welcome her to the town staff! 

 

PREPARE FOR WINTER DRIVING 

Most drivers understand the importance of keeping their vehicle in good mechanical condition at any time of year. When 

winter comes, the condition of your vehicle is even more important than at other times of year. 

 

This means that brakes, wipers/wiper fluid, brake lights, tires, mirrors, headlights and running lights, tire pressure, turn signals, 

oil, etc. should all be checked at appropriate intervals. 

 

Don’t try to get those last few miles from a set of tires. Make certain that tread depth is above the minimum recommendation for 

your vehicle. To provide maximum visibility, headlights, taillights, mirrors, windshield and all windows should be kept clean at all 

times - all year round. When clearing snow/ice off your vehicle, don’t take shortcuts. 

 

When you are approaching a curve or intersection, start braking early to avoid sliding into another lane or into the intersection 

should you need to stop. If your vehicle is equipped with ABS, a steady, firm pressure on the brake pedal is suggested. Without 

ABS on your vehicle, use the “squeeze braking” technique. This is where you gradually increase pedal pressure until you reach the 

point where the vehicle almost starts slipping. 

 

Winter driving conditions accentuate every mechanical problem and driver mistake. Increase your following distance by adding a 

second or two to your vehicle’s current recommended following distance. Scan farther ahead than usual to allow you time to 

respond to problems. Use your low-beam headlights and running lights any time there is reduced visibility or when you are using 

your windshield wipers. If you are familiar with the road or route, use this to your advantage to anticipate upcoming hills or 

curves. Otherwise, extra caution is necessary to react to the unexpected. 

 

When you are driving on an icy road, there is no such thing as a safe speed. On icy roads, four wheel drive vehicles will skid/slide 

just as easily as any other vehicle. 

 

Key points 

 Before freezing weather arrives, have your vehicle serviced and inspected. 

 Get an earlier start so that you will have time to clear ice and snow from your vehicle. 

 Accelerate and apply brakes gradually to avoid skidding and maintain steering control. 

 Start by going no faster than half the posted speed limit. If you encounter extremely slippery conditions, cut your speed 

in half again. 

 Plan as though you will have to come to a complete stop at every intersection and make sure you have time to get 

completely through the intersection before you begin to cross. 

 Suggested emergency equipment: flashlight, blanket, flares/reflectors, spare tire, shovel, sand, cell phone and 

emergency numbers, water. 

 

Information courtesy of Virginia Municipal League Insurance Programs 
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HARBOR DREDGE PROJECT RESUMES SOON 

 

In several weeks the next phase of the federal Cape Charles Navigation Project will begin.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers put out the bid documents early last month and the bid 

period will close on January 25, 2016.  The project involves the dredging of Cherrystone 

Channel to a depth of 18 feet, and the placement of approximately 200,000 cubic yards of 

fine sand dredge material on the Town beach and at the upland site.  The project contract 

duration is scheduled for 120 calendar days.   

 

More information will appear in The Gazette over the next few months, so please come 

back here for accurate updates on this important project. 

 
 

 

VACANCIES ON TOWN BOARDS 
 

The Town currently has vacancies on the Wetlands/Coastal Dunes Board, the Library Board, 

Harbor Area Review Board, Board of Zoning Appeals and Building Code Board of Appeals.  

These boards, with the exception of the Library Board, meet on an as-needed basis.  The 

Library Board meets monthly on the second Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
 

If you live in the Town and are interested in serving on any of these boards, please complete 

the Application for Boards and Commission and return it to Town Clerk Libby Hume at 2 Plum 

Street, Cape Charles, VA  23310 or email it to clerk@capecharles.org.   
 

Once applications are collected, interviews will be scheduled with the Town Council to fill the 

vacancies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Town offices will be closed on Friday, January 15, 2016, in observance of Lee-Jackson Day, and 

Monday, January 18, 2016, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 
 

SIGN UP FOR THE GAZETTE & E-NOTIFICATIONS! 

 

The Cape Charles Gazette is now available only by subscribing to e-Notifications.  With e-Notifications you 

can sign up to get the Gazette and regular updates on Agendas & Minutes, Alerts, Bids, Calendar Items, 

Job Postings and other News & Information. 

 

With e-Notifications, you control the information you receive and can cancel the notifications at any time. 

 

We encourage you to browse the new website and if there is something that you would like to see added to the site, please submit your 

comments in writing by sending us an email at info@capecharles.org or send a note to the Town Clerk at 2 Plum Street, Cape Charles, VA  

23310, and we’ll see what we can do to get your requested information online. 

 

We hope you are enjoying our new site and we welcome your comments!  We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Please send comments to info@capecharles.org.  
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FRIENDS’ AFTERNOON TEA SERIES AT THE CIVIC CENTER 
 

It all started back in July of 2015, at a meeting between Emily Cullen, the President of the 

Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library (FoCCML) and the two directors of the Barrier 

Islands Center (BIC), Monika Bridgforth and Laura Vaughan.  
 

Emily wanted BIC to be part of a lecture series that the Friends would host, in addition to the 

Author Night Series that was in full swing at the time. Laura and Monika felt that people would 

not want to come to evening lectures during the fall and winter months, and proposed that 

something during the day would be more suitable. 

Wouldn’t the Eastern Shore residents like an 

Afternoon Tea series instead? And, so, the 

Afternoon Teas were born! Since that meeting, the 

FoCCML has been hosting monthly Afternoon Teas from 3:00 – 4:30 p.m. at the Cape 

Charles Civic Center under the direction of Tea Committee Chairwoman, Diane D’Amico.  
 

Appropriately, the initial Tea “Soul of a Culture: The Barrier Islands Story” was on November 

9 with Laura Vaughan as the speaker. Her warm-hearted manner and humorous stories 

held everyone’s attention as they learned of people from long ago, who shaped our 

surroundings on the Eastern Shore.  
 

Those in attendance were presented with four types of tea, three savory and three sweet provisions, and background music provided 

by Joan Natali, Secretary of FoCCML, and her iPad. 
 

The December 14th Tea, “A Shore Made Holiday,” featured the musical talents of Alicia Brady, and a lecture by Stephanie Templin of 

the ES of Virginia Historical Society. 
 

January 11th featured dream analyst, Lynne Larson, and will be followed by a workshop “What 

To Do With What You Dream,” which will be held at the Cape Charles Civic Center on April 

16th, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The cost is $20 and you can call Emily at 331-1337 to 

reserve your seat. 
 

There are three remaining Teas in the series, and tickets are available.   

 February 15th, “How our Gardens Grow”, will be presented by Michael Desplaines, COE of 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens. 
 

 Women’s History Month is the focus of the March 14th Tea, “The Cassatt Connection,” 
which will be presented by Anne Holland and Margaret MacKenzie. 

 

 The final Afternoon Tea will be held on April 11th, when Periwinkles will present “Spring into Fashion!” If you are interested in 
attending any of these Afternoon Teas, please contact Emily Cullen at 757-331-1337 for tickets. Tickets are $15 for each Tea. 

 

Submitted by Sherry Lawson, Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & NOTICES 
 

 Friday, January 15, 2016: 

Town Offices closed for the Lee-Jackson Day. 

 Monday, January 18, 2016: 

Town Offices closed for the Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday. 

 Tuesday, January 19, 2016: 

Historic District Review Board Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center.  AGENDA 

 Thursday, January 21, 2016: 

Town Council Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. AGENDA 

 Tuesday, January 26, 2016: 

Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.  

 Monday, February 2, 2016: 

Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. 

 Thursday, February 4, 2016: 

Town Council Work Session starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center 

 Tuesday, February 9, 2016: 

Mayor’s Office Hours, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM at the Civic Center.  

 Wednesday, February 10, 2016: 

Library Board Meeting starting at 5:00 PM at the Cape Charles Memorial Library.  
 Monday, February 15, 2016: 

Town Offices closed in observance of Presidents’ Day. 

 Tuesday, February 16, 2016: 

Historic District Review Board Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. 

 Thursday, February 18, 2016: 

Town Council Regular Meeting starting at 6:00 PM at the Civic Center. 

 Tuesday, February 23, 2016: 

Mayor’s Office Hours, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM at the Civic Center.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN CAPE CHARLES 

 

 1/16/16: 24th Annual Epiphany Party & Auction, 6:30 p.m. at the Cape Charles Volunteer  

Fire Company 

 2/12/16: Barefoot in the Park, 7:00 p.m. at The Historic Palace Theater 

 2/13/16: Barefoot in the Park, 7:00 p.m. at The Historic Palace Theater 

 2/15/16: Afternoon Tea, 3:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Civic Center, sponsored by the  

Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library 

 Save the Dates! 

o 3/12/16: MarcOlivia Violin Duo Chamber Music, 7:00 p.m., at The Historic Palace  

Theater 

o 3/15/16:  Afternoon Tea, 3:00 p.m., at the Cape Charles Civic Center, sponsored  

by the Friends of the Cape Charles Memorial Library 

 

 
For more information regarding events, please visit our website and take a look at the Calendar! 

 

We welcome your feedback.  Please send your comments to gazette@capecharles.org.  
 

Any reference to an external website is for public information only and does not constitute an endorsement of that website. 

 
Municipal Corporation of Cape Charles 

2 Plum Street 

Cape Charles, VA  23310 

Email: gazette@capecharles.org  

www.capecharles.org 
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